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Agenda Item Summary 

 

MEETING DATE:  June 13, 2006                                                                    AGENDA ITEM NO.:  13 
 
CONSENT:   REGULAR:  X                            CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION:   X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE:   Amendment to FY07 Capital Improvement Program - Sam’s Club Connection to Atlanta 

Avenue 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of the proposed amendment. 

SUMMARY:  Badcock Home Furniture & More has submitted preliminary site plans proposing the 
construction of a 20,000 square foot furniture wholesale store at 100 Atlanta Avenue.  The construction of 
the development would facilitate a connection between the Sam’s Club/Wal-Mart parking lot and Atlanta 
Avenue as indicated on the submitted site plan dated April 14, 2006.   

City staff has previously identified this connection as a possible way to improve traffic conditions on Wards 
Road.  The connection would allow vehicular traffic to move from Cracker Barrel to Wards Ferry Road 
without the need of traveling on Wards Road.   

It is proposed that the connection become a “City Street” which would be owned and maintained by the City 
of Lynchburg.  This street would provide access to the Mattress Warehouse and other retailers located at 
3920 Wards Road, the proposed Badcock Home Furnishings and provide an additional access to Sam’s 
Club.   

The City’s Director of Engineering, Mr. Lee Newland, P.E. has estimated that the proposed access road 
would cost $150,000.  Two possible funding sources have been identified for the proposed access road:  1. 
Reserve for Contingencies.  2. The General Street Improvements Fund.  It is not recommended that the 
funding be obtained from General Street Improvements, because this fund covers the City’s contribution for 
sidewalks and curb and gutter necessitated by new development.  City Council will be considering two 
major developments in the near future “Cornerstone” on Greenview Drive and the proposed “McConville 
Road” rezoning which may require the use of the General Street Improvements Fund. 

City Staff has received support for the proposed connector road from Badcock Home Furnishings, the 
owner of 3920 Wards Road and Sam’s Club.  Final agreements and approvals will need to be obtained.  In 
particular, Sam’s Club will have to agree to the long-term maintenance of a safe travel way for the traffic 
going to and from Atlanta Avenue. 

The City’s contribution and support of the access road is needed since Badcock Home Furnishings desires 
to start development of the property.  If the connection is not made at this time, it is highly unlikely that it can 
be made easily in the future. 
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):  May 23, 2006: Physical Development Committee review.   

 
FISCAL IMPACT: $150,000 from Reserve for Contingencies. 
 
CONTACT(S):  Kim Payne/ 455-3990; Lee Newland/ 455-3947; Tom Martin/ 455-3909 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  Resolution; Site Plan; PDC Minutes 
 
REVIEWED BY:  lkp 
 



 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED That $150,000 is hereby appropriated from the General Fund Reserve for Contingencies 
to the Capital Fund for the purposes of constructing a connector road from Atlanta Avenue to the Sam’s 
Club/Wal-Mart parking lot on Wards Road.   
 
Introduced:   Adopted: 
 
Certified:   
 Clerk of Council 
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